CLAIM AMENDMENTS 

1-29. (canceled) 



^30T (currently amended) An amplifier stage, comprising: 
a current source; 

a first differential transistor having a source, gate, and drain, wherein the source 
of the first differential transistor is coupled to the current source; 

a second differential transistor having a source, gate, and drain, wherein the 
source of the second differential transistor is coupled to the current source; 

a first output impedance having positive and negative ends, wherein the negative 
end of the first output impedance is coupled to the drain of the first differential transistor 
and wherein the first output impedance includes a first shunt peaking inductor; 

a second output impedance having positive and negative ends, wherein the 
negative end of the second output impedance is coupled to the drain of the second 
differential transistor and wherein the second output impedance includes a second shunt 
peaking inductor: 

a first miller capacitance cancellation capacitor having positive and negative ends, 
wherein the positive end of the first miller capacitance cancellation capacitor is coupled 
to the drain of the second differential transistor, and wherein the negative end of the first 
miller capacitance cancellation capacitor is coupled to the gate of the first differential 
transistor; and 

a second miller capacitance cancellation capacitor having positive and negative 
ends, wherein the positive end of the second miller capacitance cancellation capacitor is 
coupled to the drain of the first differential transistor, and wherein the negative end of the 
second miller capacitance cancellation capacitor is coupled to the gate of the second 
differential transistor. 

}k: (currently amended) The amplifier stage of claim ^ farther comprising 
wherein : 

the first output impedance includes a first output resistor connected in series with 
the first shunt inductor: and 



3 



the second output impedance includes a second output resistor connected in series 
with the second shunt inductor 

a first output imp e dance having positive and negative ends, wh e rein the negative 
e nd of th e first output imp e dance is coupled to the drain of th e first diff e rential transistor; 

a second output impedanc e having positive and n e gativ e ends, wherein the 
negative end of the s e cond output imp e danc e is coupl e d to the drain of tho second 
diff e r e ntial transistor , 

2& (previously presented)The amplifier stage of claim^Twherein: 
the current source comprises a current source transistor having a gate, source, and 
drain; and 

the gate of the current source transistor is coupled to a bias voltage. 

U 3 

' (previously amended) The amplifier stage of claim^fWherein: 

the first and second differential transistors and the current source transistor 
comprise NMOS transistors or PMOS transistors. 

s (currently amended) The amplifier stage of claim ^fl Tfurther comprising 

wherein : 

a first output impedance having positive and negative ends, wh e rein th e n e gative 
e nd of the first output impedance is coupled to the drain of the first differential transistor 
aad the positive end of the first output impedance is coupled to a voltage supply; and 

a second output impedanc e having positiv e and n e gative ends, wh e r e in th e 
n e gative e nd of th e second output impedanc e is coupl e d to th e drain of the second 
differential transistor and the positive end of the second output impedance is coupled to 
the voltage supply. 
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(previously presented)An amplifier stage, comprising: 
a current source; 

a first differential transistor having a source, gate, and drain, wherein the source 
of the first differential transistor is coupled to the current source; 

a second differential transistor having a source, gate, and drain, wherein the 
source of the second differential transistor is coupled to the current source; 

a first series peaking inductor having positive and negative ends, wherein the 
negative end of the first series peaking inductor is coupled to the gate of the first 
differential transistor; 

a second series peaking inductor having positive and negative ends, wherein the 
negative end of the second series peaking inductor is coupled to the gate of the second 
differential transistor; 

a first miller capacitance cancellation capacitor having positive and negative ends, 
wherein the positive end of the first miller capacitance cancellation capacitor is coupled 
to the drain of the second differential transistor, and wherein the negative end of the first 
miller capacitance cancellation capacitor is coupled to the gate of the first differential 
transistor; and 

a second miller capacitance cancellation capacitor having positive and negative 
ends, wherein the positive end of the second miller capacitance cancellation capacitor is 
coupled to the drain of the first differential transistor, and wherein the negative end of the 
second miller capacitance cancellation capacitor is coupled to the gate of the second 
differential transistor. 

7 C 

^ (previously presented)The amplifier stage of claitn>£ wherein: 
the current source comprises a current source transistor having a gate, source, and 
drain; and 

the gate of the current source transistor is coupled to a bias voltage. 

% 7 

^ (previously presented)The amplifier stage of claim^f wherein: 

the first and second differential transistors and the current source transistor 
comprise NMOS transistors. 



°i 7 

^ (previously presented)The amplifier stage of claim^6fwherein: 
the first and second differential transistors and the current source transistor 
comprise PMOS transistors. 



6 



(previously presented)An amplifier stage, comprising: 



a current source; 

a first differential transistor having a source, gate, and drain, wherein the source 
of the first differential transistor is coupled to the current source; 

a second differential transistor having a source, gate, and drain, wherein the 
source of the second differential transistor is coupled to the current source; 

a first output resistor having positive and negative ends, wherein the negative end 
of the first output resistor is coupled to the drain of the first differential transistor; 

a second output resistor having positive and negative ends, wherein the negative 
end of the second output resistor is coupled to the drain of the second differential 
transistor; 

a first shunt peaking inductor having positive and negative ends, wherein the 
negative end of the first shunt peaking inductor is coupled to the positive end of the first 
output resistor; 

a second shunt peaking inductor having positive and negative ends, wherein the 
negative end of the second shunt peaking inductor is coupled to the positive end of the 
second output resistor; 

a first miller capacitance cancellation capacitor having positive and negative ends, 
wherein the positive end of the first miller capacitance cancellation capacitor is coupled 
to the drain of the second differential transistor, and wherein the negative end of the first 
miller capacitance cancellation capacitor is coupled to the gate of the first differential 
transistor; and 

a second miller capacitance cancellation capacitor having positive and negative 
ends, wherein the positive end of the second miller capacitance cancellation capacitor is 
coupled to the drain of the first differential transistor, and wherein the negative end of the 
second miller capacitance cancellation capacitor is coupled to the gate of the second 
differential transistor. 



the current source comprises a current source transistor having a gate, source, and 
drain; and 




to 

(previously presented)The amplifier stage of claim ^wherein: 
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the gate of the current source transistor is coupled to a bias voltage. 

Jn. (previously presented)The amplifier stage of claim wherein: 
the first and second differential transistors and the current source transistor 
comprise NMOS transistors. 

ft (1 

^tf (previously presented)The amplifier stage of claim^&T wherein: 

the first and second differential transistors and the current source transistor 
comprise PMOS transistors. 
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£5. (previously amended) A multi-stage differential amplifier, comprising: 

a first amplifier stage, that includes a first differential transistor having a first 
source, a first gate, and a first drain, and a second differential transistor having a second 
source, a second gate, and a second drain, having a positive signal input, a negative signal 
input, a positive signal output, and a negative signal output; 

a second amplifier stage having a positive signal input, a negative signal input, a 
positive signal output, and a negative signal output; 

wherein the positive signal output of the first amplifier stage is coupled to the 
positive signal input of the second amplifier stage, and wherein the negative signal output 
of the first amplifier stage is coupled to the negative signal input of the second amplifier 
stage; 

wherein the first amplifier stage includes a first pair of series peaking inductors, a 
first pair of shunt peaking inductors, and a first pair of miller capacitance cancellation 
capacitors; 

wherein a first miller capacitance cancellation capacitor, of the first pair of miller 
capacitance cancellation capacitors, having positive and negative ends, wherein the 
positive end of the first miller capacitance cancellation capacitor is coupled to the second 
drain of the second differential transistor, and wherein the negative end of the first miller 
capacitance cancellation capacitor is coupled to the first gate of the first differential 
transistor; 

wherein a second miller capacitance cancellation capacitor, of the first pair of 
miller capacitance cancellation capacitors, having positive and negative ends, wherein the 
positive end of the second miller capacitance cancellation capacitor is coupled to the first 
drain of the first differential transistor, and wherein the negative end of the second miller 
capacitance cancellation capacitor is coupled to the second gate of the second differential 
transistor; and 

wherein the second amplifier stage includes a second pair of series peaking 
inductors and a second pair of shunt peaking inductors. 

$A. (previously presented)The multi-stage differential amplifier of claim 
further comprising: 
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a third amplifier stage having a positive signal input, a negative signal input, a 
positive signal output, and a negative signal output; 

wherein the positive signal output of the second amplifier stage is coupled to the 
positive signal input of the third amplifier stage, and wherein the negative signal output 
of the second amplifier stage is coupled to the negative signal input of the third amplifier 
stage; and 

wherein the third amplifier stage includes a third pair of series peaking inductors, 
a third pair of shunt peaking inductors, and a second pair of miller capacitance 
cancellation capacitors. 

^ (previously presented)The multi-stage differential amplifier of clairn^^ 
further comprising: 

a fourth amplifier stage having a positive signal input, a negative signal input, a 
positive signal output, and a negative signal output; 

wherein the positive signal output of the third amplifier stage is coupled to the 
positive signal input of the fourth amplifier stage, and wherein the negative signal output 
of the third amplifier stage is coupled to the negative signal input of the fourth amplifier 
stage; and 

wherein the fourth amplifier stage includes a fourth pair of series peaking 
inductors and a third pair of miller capacitance cancellation capacitors. 

2& (previously presented)The multi-stage differential amplifier of claim $5; 
further comprising: 

a fifth amplifier stage having a positive signal input, a negative signal input, a 
positive signal output, and a negative signal output; 

wherein the positive signal output of the fourth amplifier stage is coupled to the 
positive signal input of the fifth amplifier stage, and wherein the negative signal output of 
the fourth amplifier stage is coupled to the negative signal input of the fifth amplifier 
stage; and 

wherein the fifth amplifier stage includes a fourth third pair of shunt peaking 
inductors. 
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i8 n 

pf. (previously presented)The multi-stage differential amplifier of claim^ 
further comprising: 

a sixth amplifier stage having a positive signal input, a negative signal input, a 
positive signal output, and a negative signal output; 

wherein the positive signal output of the fifth amplifier stage is coupled to the 
positive signal input of the sixth amplifier stage, and wherein the negative signal output 
of the fifth amplifier stage is coupled to the negative signal input of the sixth amplifier 
stage. 



48: (previously presented)The multi-stage differential amplifier of ciaim>B7 
wherein: 



each shunt peaking inductor of the first pair of shunt peaking inductors is coupled 
in series with a corresponding output resistor. 

1* iff 

(previously presented)The multi-stage differential amplifier of claim ^ 

wherein: 

each shunt peaking inductor of the second pair of shunt peaking inductors is 
coupled in series with a corresponding output resistor. 

nA 'J 

(previously presented)The multi-stage differential amplifier of claim ^ 

wherein: 

at least one of the first amplifier stage and the second amplifier stage includes: 
a current source; 

a first differential transistor having a source, gate, and drain, wherein the 
source of the first differential transistor is coupled to the current source; and 

a second differential transistor having a source, gate, and drain, wherein 
the source of the second differential transistor is coupled to the current source. 

?C (previously presented)The multi-stage differential amplifier of claim^Of 
wherein: 
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the current source comprises a current source transistor having a gate, source, and 
drain; and 

the gate of the current source transistor is coupled to a bias voltage. 

(previously presented)The multi-stage differential amplifier of ciaim^ 

wherein: 

the first and second differential transistors and the current source transistor 
comprise NMOS transistors. 

(previously presented)The multi-stage differential amplifier of claim &7 

wherein: 

the first and second differential transistors and the current source transistor 
comprise PMOS transistors. 
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>f. (previously amended) A multi-stage differential amplifier, comprising: 

a first amplifier stage, that includes a first differential transistor having a first 
source, a first gate, and a first drain, and a second differential transistor having a second 
source, a second gate, and a second drain, having a positive signal input, a negative signal 
input, a positive signal output, and a negative signal output; 

a second amplifier stage having a positive signal input, a negative signal input, a 
positive signal output, and a negative signal output; 

wherein the positive signal output of the first amplifier stage is coupled to the 
positive signal input of the second amplifier stage, and wherein the negative signal output 
of the first amplifier stage is coupled to the negative signal input of the second amplifier 
stage; 

wherein the first amplifier stage includes a first pair of series peaking inductors, a 
first pair of shunt peaking inductors, and a first pair of miller capacitance cancellation 
capacitors; 

wherein a first miller capacitance cancellation capacitor, of the first pair of miller 
capacitance cancellation capacitors, having positive and negative ends, wherein the ' 
positive end of the first miller capacitance cancellation capacitor is coupled to the second 
drain of the second differential transistor, and wherein the negative end of the first miller 
capacitance cancellation capacitor is coupled to the first gate of the first differential 
transistor; 

wherein a second miller capacitance cancellation capacitor, of the first pair of 
miller capacitance cancellation capacitors, having positive and negative ends, wherein the 
positive end of the second miller capacitance cancellation capacitor is coupled to the first 
drain of the first differential transistor, and wherein the negative end of the second miller 
capacitance cancellation capacitor is coupled to the second gate of the second differential 
transistor; 

wherein each "shunt peaking inductor of the first pair of shunt peaking inductors is 
coupled in series with a corresponding output resistor; 

wherein the second amplifier stage includes a second pair of series peaking 
inductors and a second pair of shunt peaking inductors; 
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wherein each shunt peaking inductor of the second pair of shunt peaking inductors 
is coupled in series with a corresponding output resistor; 

a third amplifier stage having a positive signal input, a negative signal input, a 
positive signal output, and a negative signal output; 

wherein the positive signal output of the second amplifier stage is coupled to the 
positive signal input of the third amplifier stage, and wherein the negative signal output 
of the second amplifier stage is coupled to the negative signal input of the third amplifier 
stage; 

wherein the third amplifier stage includes a third pair of series peaking inductors, 
a third pair of shunt peaking inductors, and a second pair of miller capacitance 
cancellation capacitors; and 

wherein each shunt peaking inductor of the third pair of shunt peaking inductors 
is coupled in series with a corresponding output resistor. 

a£ IS 

(previously presented)The multi-stage differential amplifier of claim 

wherein: 

at least one of the first amplifier stage and the second amplifier stage includes: 
a current source; 

a first differential transistor having a source, gate, and drain, wherein the 
source of the first differential transistor is coupled to the current source; and 

a second differential transistor having a source, gate, and drain, wherein 
the source of the second differential transistor is coupled to the current source. 

(previously presented)The multi-stage differential amplifier of claim^ 

wherein: 

the current source comprises a current source transistor having a gate, source, and 
drain; and 

the gate of the current source transistor is coupled to a bias voltage. 

Jff. (previously presented)The multi-stage differential amplifier of claim 
wherein: 
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the first and second differential transistors and the current source transistor 
comprise NMOS transistors. 

Jtf (previously presented)The multi-stage differential amplifier of claim^6f 
wherein: 

the first and second differential transistors and the current source transistor 
comprise PMOS transistors. 



